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SUBJECT: TARIFF DUTY ON PHILIPPINE COPPER EXPORTS TO 
THE U.S. UNDER G.S.P. 

1 . MR. R. G. TARROSA, ASSISTANT TREASURER, LEPANTO CONSOLIDATED 
MINING CO. INFORMS US THAT THE U.S. BUREAU OF CUSTOMS 

IS DEMANDING A CERTIFICATE OF ORIGIN FORM A TO QUALIFY 
LEPANTO COPPER CONCENTRATES FOR FREE ENTRY INTO THE US UNDER 
GSP. THE PHILIPPINE BUREAU OF CUSTOMS WILL NOT ISSUE 
FORM A UNLESS LEPANTO CAN CERTIFY THAT ITS COPPER 
BEARING ORES QUALIFY FOR PREFERENTIAL TREATMENT UNDER 
US-GSP AS HAVING COPPER CONTENT VALUED AT LESS THAN 
24 CENTS/LB. AND THEREBY COME UNDER TSUS NO. 60228. OTHER 
COPPER BEARING ORES ARE INELIGIBLE OWING TO THE "COM- 
PETITIVE NEED" LIMITATION. 

2. LEPANTO HAS BEEN SHIPPING COPPER CONCENTRATES TO 
THE ASARCO SMELTER IN TACOMA, WASHINGTON SINCE 1948. 

MR. TORROSA INFORMS US THAT TLEPANTO'S EXPORTS TO THE 
US HAVE NOT BEEN SUBJECT TO CUSTOMS DUTY BEFORE THE 
ADVENT OF GSP. NOW, ASARCO HAS INFORMED LEPANTO THAT 

US EXECUTIVE ORDER 1 1906 DATED FEBRUARY 26, 1976 ELIMINATES 
EXCEPTION OF COPPER CONCENTRATES PRODUCED IN THE 
PHILIPPINES AND PERU IN THE GSP. THIS MEANS, IF 
CORRECT, THAT LEPANTO WILL BE PAYING 8 CENTS PER LB. 

DUTY ON COPPER CONTENT OF EXPORTS TO THE US THAT IT 
DID NOT HAVE TO PAY BEFORE ADVENT OF GSP AND/OR 
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ISSUANCE OF EO 1 1906. LEPANTO HAS ASKED THE EMBASSY 
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TO CLARIFY THIS SITUATION. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: PLEASE ADVISE IF PHILIPPINE 
COPPER CONCENTRATES ENJOY DUTY FREE ENTRY TO US 
MARKET AND HOW THIS RELEATES TO GSP AND/OR EO 1 1906. 

SULLIVAN 
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